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Plan to attend these 2009 Events:

· October 10 – Annual Show with Storm Front & Vocality quartets
· October 23-25 – District Contest in Rochester

· December 6 – Amery Stroll

THE TIME IS HERE!
 

Now is when it's really fun!  We've learned songs, sold ads and tickets, organized the production, figured out all the peripheral needs - now we get to sing for our true-blue audience.  The moral:  Have Fun!  This is what it's all about.
 

Special thanks to all the guys who have done all the work, and the most special thanks to our audience for coming to hear us and see our show.
 

I think our quartets are going to be great.  I like how we're sounding and looking.   The actors/actress will be great, as always.
 

Thanks to everyone for all your help and support to make the 2009 show a smashing success.
 

HAVE FUN!
 

Mark Nelson, Show Chairman
It’s the most important thing to remember!

After several weeks off from singing in front of an audience, October will be a busy month.  We've been working hard perfecting the details of our performance.  For some of us, it is tough to keep up that level of effort without the payback of applause.  So, though it seems a bit silly to put it here on paper, whether we're at the Fall Show or the District Convention, the most important thing to remember is: Have fun!  


Partly, I say this to remind us that we make good music - music to be proud of and music to savor.  I find I spend too much time worrying.  I worry about the cracks and flaws in our performance.  I worry about my breath support, my intonation, my singing stance... about the only thing I don't worry about is whether I remembered to comb my hair.  So, take a deep breath, look at the guys around you, and consider what a privilege it is that we can all be part of something bigger than ourselves.  


When we can let ourselves relax and enjoy, we take the audience with us.  For us, it's the culmination of a year's hard work.  For the audience, it's a chance to be transported for a couple of hours, away from the daily grind and toward that same bigger 'something.'  So, for our own sake, and for the sake of those eager folks who'll be coming to watch us in a couple of weeks, take a cue from our song, "How I Love You."  "I feel so happy and I show it - I want the whole wide world to know it!"


Karl Wicklund, Assistant Director 
Showtime is Upon Us!

After just two more practices, we are live. It is what we work for all year- let’s have a ball!  Uniforms for the show are as follows:

1st half:  Dark pants and a long sleeve light colored dress shirt, black shoes and socks. 2nd half: Tuxes with black shoes and socks. Don’t forget to try them on soon in case they have shrunk like mine.
 Arrive on time for dress rehearsal and the show.  Every minute is important.  Take time to memorize the words of songs so we can sing with confidence.
If you need to get some notes right, take a few minute with the CD.  Practice smiling and moving in front of a mirror so it becomes a habit.  It is never too late to sell tickets for the shows. Our program is a great value.  On Saturday, October 10th let’s all have a good time performing for a full house. Thank You!
Archie Lessard, President
Everyone needs this “Inspirational Message.”
Well, here we go again, guys!  The pumpkins have turned yellow, it’s getting darker and darker earlier and earlier,  we’ve had our first frost, and it’s time for me to write my “inspirational message” just before the fall show.  Here are a few highlights taken from articles published in recent years:

· You need to know every note and every word of every song.

· Be responsible for your own “box.”  You need to move within that space as much as necessary.

· Make sure your face reflects what you are singing; not just some of the time, but all of the time.

· We’ve put in a lot of effort so far.  Don’t let up now.  Keep reviewing your music and the learning CD.

· People are paying money to see and hear us.  Please give them their money’s worth.

· Have fun!  This is the culmination of a year’s worth of work.  Enjoy it!

Thanks for all your hard work and cooperation, guys.  I really appreciate it.  Especially thanks to Mark for all he has done as show chairman this year.  Job well done!  On with the show!

Steve Swenson, Director
Let’s eat! (Monday night lunch schedule):
Oct. 5-Kent Muschinske, 12-Rollie Fredrickson, 19-Steve Osero, 26-Jared Erickson 

Nov. 2- Neil Pickard, 9-Harley Schafer, 16- Duane Stone, 23-Steve Swenson, 30-Dan Valentine, Dec. 7-Rick VanAmun, 14-Karl Wicklund, 21-Chuck Williamson, 28-Erick Alickson 
Our Chorus Mission Statement:  “The Indianhead Chorus is a fraternity of men drawn together by a love of singing four-part, close acappella harmony music known as barbershop.  We are committed to: 
1-Improving the vocal and visual level of performance, 2-Growing the chapter, and, 3-Sharing our music with an ever-growing audience.”  
Who won the Spark Plug award?
Ken Mettler was given the Spark Plug award in August.   In September he passed the award on to Larry Fisk.  Ken said that he chose because Larry had to put up with him in two quartets.  However, we all know that Larry is the brains behind everything financial and secretarial in the chorus.   He also lives and breathes barbershop harmony as much, and probably more than most of us.  Thanks for all you do, Larry!   Congratulations on being our Spark Plug award winner this month! 

Our officers for 2009 are:

President:  Archie Lessard …………………………… ……..651-462-4664  

Sec/Treas:  Larry Fisk ……………………………………. …715-327-8091

VP Marketing & PR & Bulletin editor: Ken Mettler…...…….715-483-9202

VP Music:  Steve Osero…...……………………………………...715-268-8146
VP Membership: Clint Gjerde  ……………………….………715-483-3152

Asst. Music Dir. & Webmaster:  Karl Wicklund.…….…….…715-268-2685
Music Director:  Steve Swenson…………………….…….….715-483-9797

Members at Lg.:  Larry Durand ..…………………….……….715-263-2201
                             Roger Johnson……………………….…….715-825-4393
                             Cliff Manwiller……………………….……715-268-8362
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~other functions~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Young Men in Harmony:  Jon Buss…...............715-246-3074
Birthday/Anniversary cards: LeRoy Brown.…..715-857-5422
Chapter Historian: Gary Merchant……………715-646-9396
2009 Show Chair: Mark Nelson……………….715-483-3152
Librarian: John Roeber
Performance Coordinator: Dan Valentine
Our 2010 officers are the same as last year except our president will be Mark Nelson 

and John Roeber will replace Cliff Manwiller on the board.   
Take a minute for the minutes!

Our monthly chorus board meeting was held on August 10, 2009.. 

The 20+ year member recognition awards dinner was set for Sept. 19th at Milltown Community Center with dinner at 7 p.m.

Steve O. reported that the chorus pictures will be ready soon and he also has the proof of the new brochure ready. Ken stated that after the new chorus brochure is complete, we should make an effort to distribute them in our communities.
Karl will be in contact with Todd Smith since he will be taking over the website up-dates.

Archie is moving ahead on ordering the new summer pants.

Entry forms have been submitted for the Fall District Contest in Rochester, Oct. 23-25.

A decision was made on the charities for the show.  The local food shelves will be the recipients of this year’s show moneys.  One hundred dollars will be given to each food shelf in our area.

Larry Fisk, Secretary

How are we doing financially? 
Operating fund…..         $2709.97
Performance fund….       1,000.00
YIH fund….                      5,655.14
Uniform fund…..              4,140.33

Equipment fund                  1,000.00
Quartet fund…..                6000.00
Social fund…..                     616.68
Total of all funds…...      21,122.03
Committed funds….          1,600.00
Uncommitted funds…       1,109.87
Larry Fisk, Treasurer
Let’s Warm-up!  By Jim DeBusman
Your personal warm up before leaving for your rehearsal should consist of more than just humming a couple of scales and singing "Heart of my Heart.”  The exercises you chose should have several common aspects, such as:

 - activating your mind (fact: 80% of vocal warm up is mental).
 - incorporating exercises that reinforce techniques to help you work on areas of your voice than need reinforcing.
- selecting exercises that will give long term remedies for a specific concern.
- singing exercises that will solve more than one objective.
- selecting exercises that will help you improve over the long haul.
Here are a few ways to enhance your personal warm-up as you drive to rehearsal:
Physically, prepare the body.  Sit up in your car while your are driving to rehearsal with both hands on your steering wheel
Always remember good breath support / management that produces warm air.  Take slow, deep breaths while you are driving with both hands on the steering wheel - bet you won't chest breath.
Do some humming in the easiest part of your range first, then extend your range higher and lower with good breath support.  Do some head voice / falsetto soft singing.

Our family album is really boring.  We have a new coffee table book called 'Pictures We Took Just to Use Up the Rest of the Film.'

He was Sidetracked but Not Hindered!
Fred Bauer wrote how he once "went backstage at the Metropolitan Opera to interview Jerome Hines, the internationally famous singer. While he applied makeup and got ready for his role in that night's production of Aida, I asked him questions about his life. One of the most fascinating things he told me was that he wasn't a good enough singer to make his high school glee club. He auditioned for the choir, but failed to impress the director. Did that detour his career? I wanted to know.

"'No, I kept on singing,' Hines said, 'because I loved to sing. I never considered it anything more than an avocation.' So he went off to college, studied math and sang as a hobby—which led to some amateur roles, which led to his discovery by people who had a different opinion of his talent from his high school teacher. Later that night, as I stood in the wings and listened to his rich bass voice sweep over that famous hall, I wondered how there could have ever been any question."1

Of one thing I am convinced, we may get sidetracked, experience setbacks, and get discouraged from time to time, but if we are genuinely committed and never give up—our life will be fulfilled. Our own life and the lives of many others will be greatly enriched as a result.  Aren’t you glad you’ve kept singing through the years?!

1. Fred Bauer, Daily Guideposts, 1986, © Guideposts Associates, Inc., http://tinyurl.com/ydwer9
This is Too Important Not to Share:

Do you remember the Mercedes TV commercial a few years ago that showed a Mercedes crashing into a concrete wall during a safety test? An engineer in a white lab coat walks over after the crash and kneels down to examine the damage, which is minimal. A reporter then asks the engineer about Mercedes' energy absorbing car body. After the engineer tells all about the unique design the reporter asks him why Mercedes doesn't enforce their patent on the design, a design evidently copied by several other companies because of its success. 

The engineer then replied matter-of-factly, 'Because some things in life are too important not to share.' How true this is. There are many things in life that fall into this 'too important not to share category’ like advances in science, in medicine, in technology.  So it is with information we want you to know each month.  Thanks for reading the Smoke Signal.
