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Check out these Upcoming Events for barbershopping!

March 5 – Quartet clinic with Sweet Adeline Champs: The BUZZ
March 6 – The Vallee de Croix Chorus show with GNU and The BUZZ
March 15 – Chorus board meeting at 6:30 PM

March  21 – Riverbend Assisted Living concert at 2:30 PM in Amery
April 30-May 2 – 10,000 Lakes Division Contest in Mankato, MN
May 15 or 22 – Contest coaching TBA
June 17-20 – Youth In Harmony Camp in LaCrosse, WI
June 23 – Centennial Celebration in Milltown, WI at 6 PM

August 10 – Music in the Park at Luck, WI
October 9 – Harvest of Harmony at Unity School with “Expedition” 

                   and “Four Man Fishin’ Tackle Choir”
Making Music is Transferring Emotion:
You should be emotionally involved in the music. Barbershop is a very emotional, heartfelt, simplistically beautiful style of music. The music doesn’t need to be complex to produce complex emotions in the singers or the audience. However, anything less than full effort will result in a less satisfying musical experience for you and your audiences. When you commit to becoming a member of your chapter’s chorus, you’re committing to being a doer rather than a casual spectator. With that responsibility to put your whole self into the music comes the joy of joining others to bring music to life. What greater purpose in the arts might there be? (Doug Keown - Music VP, Sounds of Clermont)
P.S. Do not just save it only for the show, show it at the rehearsals also.  Your performance will appear more natural and convincing to the audience.
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Expedition Quartet will be on our October 9th show.   These four young, energetic guys are the LOL District champs from this year.  They are members of GNU and MVE, that is Great Northern Union Chorus of Minneapolis and Midwest Vocal Express from Greendale, WI.  

Notes looking ahead.....
 

Lots of things to look forward to:

 - Steve and Karl continue to introduce our new songs.

 - Sing out at Amery on Sunday, March 21.

 - The Board has asked for men to sign up for contest on May 1st to make sure we are committed to going.

 - Coaching is right around the corner.

 - Sing-outs this summer - Luck, Milltown, overlook, churches, etc.

 - Ken has guest quartets signed up for our show on October 9th.

 

With all those things going on, don't forget your responsibilities - show up on Mondays, learn your music, meet your commitments for sing outs, and most importantly - INVITE A GUEST!
 

I also want to briefly introduce a board initiative.  We are planning a chorus member retreat on a Saturday morning in order to clarify our chorus short and long term goals.  We don't have a definite time or place yet, but it most likely will be in mid-May.  The board will be in full attendance, but we are also hoping for lots of other member input.  I hope to have an outside facilitator working with us so we can get the most out of our day.  I'm asking members to start thinking now about what we as a chapter are doing and about what we should be doing in order to assure our continued success as a chapter.  If you are able to attend the day of the event - GREAT!  If not, we'd appreciate your thoughts through a discussion with a board member, or a note or email to any one of us.  Stay tuned for more details!!!

Thanks, 
Mark Nelson, President
"Rest Home Trial"
Aunt Mary, a spinster of 92, had finally consented to go to a rest home, but strictly on a two-week-trial basis. Consequently, she took a small overnight case with only the bare essentials.   A couple of days later her niece was surprised to get a phone call from her demanding more clothes. "Please bring me that good black silk, my lavender print, the brown wool..." and she went on and on. Finally after a brief questioning from her niece, Aunt Mary expostulated: "There are MEN in this place!"

Let’s eat! (Monday night lunch schedule):
Mar. 1- Roger Johnson, Mar. 8- Archie Lessard, 15-Cliff Manwiller, 22- Ken Mettler, 29-Duane Morris, April 5-Loren Nelson, 12-Mark Nelson,

19- Jon Buss, 26- Clint Gjerde, May 3-Darrel Peteron, 10-Gary Peterson,, 17-Paul Peterson, 24-Neil Pickard, 31-Earl Hillstad, June 7-John Roeber, 

 14-Harley Schafer, 21-Duane Stone, 28-Steve Swenson, July 5-Dan Valentine, 12-Rick VanArnum, 19-Fred Weber,  26-Karl Wicklund, Aug. 2-Churk Williamson, 9-John Hertog, 16-Pete Rupp, 23-Al Stocker, 30-Kent Muschinske

	Date
	Fund
	
	
	 Balance 

	1/1/2010
	Operating Fund
	
	 $          3,373.01 

	
	
	Income:
	
	 $                 0.67 

	
	
	Expenses:
	
	 $          2,537.74 

	1/31/2010
	Operating Fund
	
	 $             835.94 

	1/31/2010
	YIH Festival
	
	
	 $          6,532.96 

	1/31/2010
	Uniform Fund
	
	
	 $          3,330.60 

	1/31/2010
	Performance Fund
	
	 $          1,000.00 

	1/31/2010
	Equipment
	
	
	 $             939.58 

	1/31/2010
	Quartet Fund
	
	
	 $          6,000.00 

	1/1/2010
	Social Fund 
	
	
	 $             669.31 

	
	
	Income:
	
	 $               29.84 

	
	
	Expenses:
	
	 $             538.85 

	1/31/2010
	Social Fund
	
	
	 $             160.30 

	
	Total of All Funds
	
	 $         18,799.38 

	Scholarships
	
	Committed Funds
	$             400.00

	
	
	Total Uncommitted Funds
	$             435.94


 CHARIOT (LUCK QUARTET) SINGING VALENTINES REPORT:
We jumped into Dan Valentine’s van at 10:00 AM for the 2010 Singing Valentines. The Luck Quartet, now named Chariot, with two new guys, Dan and John, joining Harley and Larry head out for the all day venture.  We started at the Luck School in the Kindergarten room singing for a student, a gift from a grandmother.  Then on to a fifth grade classroom teacher whose class was all boys. 

Then we went out into the counties, some in Polk, some in Burnett to serenade young and old.  You wouldn’t suspect it, but Larry knows everyone and it seems like everyone knows him.  It’s really fun that way because it’s so easy to relate to the people when someone knows you.  One lady even commented on Larry’s “new hairdo”

I never really noticed until she mentioned it.  After lunch in Siren, we headed back to the Pioneer home in Luck to sing, and listen to their new resident choir which just happens to be directed by Dan.  After a two hour or so break, we were back on the road to a Local establishment in West Sweden for one more customer.  When Larry gets in the van, he says, “Got another sing out, OK?  Done!   We sing that one on the way, and then on to West Sweden.  We sing that one, and then get in the van to head back to Luck for the Luck Pageant.  But, there was no Larry.  Time passes.  Finally, out he comes and in we go for another singing valentine.  This guy can sell Barbershop.  What with his new hair do and all, he’s fun to be with.  Finally, we head back to Luck.

So at about 9:30 PM, the Chariot Quartet walks out of the Luck School, with Larry, Dan, John and Harley still smiling and commenting on the good time we had.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The following note was received from one of Chariot’s recipients: 
“I received a singing telegram in my classroom today from Dave.  What a surprise!  We have barbershop quartets in the area who go around to people to sing two songs and present a flower to a loved one.  It was a total surprise to me.  Other teachers in past years have received one and I was always so jealous.  Well, not jealous really because Dave always does other things for me, but definitely wishing that someday I would get one.  Sure enough, in walk the 4 singers and the tears started to flow.  They sang one song to one of my classes and then went next door to my other group of sixth graders and sang to me in front of them.  It was absolutely a shock and a joy.  THANK YOU, DAVID!  I called Dave at work right away and thanked him.  He said the singing telegram was the result of drinking with the guys while bowling, as one of the quartet members bowls with Dave.  HA!  
We are celebrating our 25th wedding anniversary in April and will be having an open house.  Can't wait to share this great time in our lives with all of our family and friends.  We will let you know the details later.
Happy Valentine's Day everyone.”
 

A very HAPPY Carolyn!
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Harley, John, Dan and Larry sing at Luck School
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                                 Steve. Duane, Roger and Chuck at Amery School
SINGING VALENTINES

Our Amery area quartet sang to Lindy Olson at the intermediate school. We sing for her every year, usually in the lunchroom. This time we went to her classroom, and she asked if she could include the other 3rd graders. They gathered in a central atrium and sat on the floor. There must have been a hundred of them, and everyone was talking. It was quite a hubbub. Lindy began a rhythmic clap, kind of like Karl does with the chorus (two longs followed by four shorts). As soon as Lindy started to clap, the kids joined in, and when they were done, there was complete silence. She introduced us and we sang several songs. The remarkable thing was the control she had over those kids.

Valentines are getting to be a tough sell. In Amery our promotions include:

· A large sign on the main thoroughfare that can easily be read from passing cars.

· A smaller sign mounted on an easel that is moved from day to day to areas of high pedestrian traffic.

· Fliers placed in numerous businesses.

· WXCE auction.

· Chuck participated in the Coffee Clutch on WPCA radio.

· The Advertiser (which Larry takes care of).

The 19 appointments that we had were a result of:

· Five were sponsored by chorus members.

· Four were frequent repeaters.

· Four came from direct sales (Chuck twisted some arms).

· One was from the WXCE auction.

· Five were cold calls.

Only five were in response to our promotions. This is a bit of a concern.

Duane Morris

What is new from the Chorus board? 

2010 Show: Ken has lined up “Expedition Quartet” as the 2nd show guest quartet.  The school, Milltown Community Center, and dinner glow have been locked in.

Valentines Day: There are 3 quartets lined up for Friday, Feb 12th to do Singing Valentines.
The board would like Duane Morris to report on the criteria needed to qualify for a scholarship.

It was brought to have a planning and goals meeting on a Saturday and be open to all members.

Uniforms:  New shirts and pants have arrived.  Check with Tom if you do not have your new outfits.
Who won the Spark Plug award?
Archie passed the Spark Plug award to Tom Fedje for his work with chorus uniforms.

Thanks, Tom, for your work in this vital area!

Today's Quotes
 “When written in Chinese, the word 'crisis' is composed of two characters - one represents danger, and the other represents opportunity.”

"A life with love will have some thorns, but a life without love will have no roses."

Our Officers for 2010
President:  Mark Nelson ……………………………… ……..715-483-3152

Sec/Treas:  Larry Fisk ……………………………………. …715-327-8091

VP Marketing & PR & Bulletin editor: Ken Mettler…...…….715-483-9202

VP Music:  Steve Osero…...……………………………………...715-268-8146
VP Membership: Clint Gjerde  ……………………….………715-483-3152

Asst. Music Dir. & Webmaster:  Karl Wicklund.…….…….…715-268-2685
Music Director:  Steve Swenson…………………….…….….715-483-9797

Members at Lg.:  Larry Durand ..…………………….……….715-263-2201
                             Roger Johnson……………………….…….715-825-4393
                             John Roeber……………………………….715-472-6164
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~other functions~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Young Men in Harmony:  Jon Buss…...............715-246-3074
Birthday/Anniversary cards: LeRoy Brown.…..715-857-5422
Chapter Historian: Gary Merchant……………715-646-9396
2010 Show Chair: Ken Mettler……………….715-483-9202

Librarian: John Roeber   …………………….…715-472-6164
Performance Coordinator: Dan Valentine…...715-472-2164
IF I KNEW 

If I knew it would be the last time 
That I'd see you fall asleep, 
I would tuck you in more tightly 
and pray the Lord, your soul to keep. 

If I knew it would be the last time 
that I see you walk out the door, 
I would give you a hug and kiss 
and call you back for one more. 

If I knew it would be the last time 
I'd hear your voice lifted up in praise, 
I would video tape each action and word, 
so I could play them back in future days. 

If I knew it would be the last time, 
And minutes were so few 
I'd stop and say "I love you," 
instead of assuming you would KNOW I do. 

If I knew it would be the last time 
I would be there to share your day, 
Well, I'm sure you'll have so many more, 
So I can let just this one slip away. 

For surely there's always tomorrow 
to make up for an oversight, 
and we always get a second chance to make everything just right. 

There will always be another day 
In which to say "I love you," 
And certainly another chance 
to do all I can do.

But just in case I might be wrong, 
and today is all I get, 
I'd like to say how much I love you 
and I hope you never forget. 

Tomorrow is not promised to anyone, 
young or old alike, 
And today may be the last chance 
you get to hold your loved one tight. 

So if you're waiting for tomorrow, 
why not do it today? 
For if tomorrow never comes, 
there'll be nothing more to say, 

If you didn't take that extra time 
for a smile, a hug, or a kiss 
and were you too busy to grant someone, 
what turned out to be their one last wish. 

So hold your loved ones close today, 
and whisper in their ear, 
Tell them how much you love them 
and that you'll always hold them dear.

Take time to say "I'm sorry," 
"Please forgive me," "Thank you," or "It's okay." 
And if tomorrow never comes, 
you'll have no regrets about today
Note this:

I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I learned that most people die of
natural causes.
Gardening Rule: When weeding, the best way to make sure you are removing a
weed and not a valuable plant is to pull on it. If it comes out of the
ground easily, it is a valuable plant.
The easiest way to find something lost around the house is to buy a
replacement.
Never take life seriously. Nobody gets out alive anyway.
There are two kinds of pedestrians: the quick and the dead. 
Health is merely the slowest possible rate at which one can die.
The only difference between a rut and a grave is the depth.
Some people are like Slinkies. Not really good for anything, but you
still can't help but smile when you see one tumble down the stairs.
Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in hospitals dying of
nothing.
Have you noticed since everyone has a camcorder these days no one talks
about seeing UFOs like they used to?
Whenever I feel blue, I start breathing again.
All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no attention to
criticism.
In the 60's, people took acid to make the world weird.  Now the world is
weird and people take Prozac to make it normal.

Who woulda thought?  By Dan Schobert, Stevens Point
 

"Who woulda thought?"  There I was, with a bunch of other guys, standing on risers, dressed in black tuxs, singing our hearts out and people were standing, cheering even.  My heart swelled in the midst of it all. Who would have thought that an average joe, like me, could find himself at such a place at such a time. But it happened to me and has happened to thousands of men across the globe because that is what barbershopping does for a guy.  It makes it possible to take a rough hewn guy off the street, maybe with little or no music education and, through a lot of diligence and training, put him in front of hundreds who actually pay money to hear him and his buddies belt out some old tunes. It is an amazing, this barbershop thing.!  Who woulda thought that with some effort and determination, men from all walks of life could shed their work-a-day clothes and responsibilities and have fun singing with other men from diverse backgrounds. That is what barbershopping gives and continues to give to those willing to step up to the plate for a dish of enjoyment.  Sure, I found out, it takes work and commitment to make it happen. But worth it? You betcha.!  
 

Yep, I knew there were other things I could do... be on a bowling team, play softball, go hiking...but barbershopping gave me something more... an opportunity to expand, to grow, to learn and in the learning, become a better person. There is more, I learned, to barbershop than singing... it is an environment where friendship are made and nurtured, where skills can be developed and honed...all in the name of fun.  Nothing like it.
 

Who woulda thought? 

Are You on a Quest?
In barbershop we always have a quest.  Maybe it is to win a prize, maybe to have a top quality show.  Explorer Robert Ballard wrote these lines after discovering the wreck of the R.M.S. Titanic.

“My first direct view of Titanic lasted less than two minutes, but the stark sight of her immense black hull towering above the ocean floor will remain forever ingrained in my memory. My lifelong dream was to find this great ship, and during the past thirteen years the quest for her had dominated my life. Now, finally, the quest was over.”   

The Titanic was found in her lonely berth more than two miles deep in the North Atlantic. For nearly three-quarters of a century, since early April 1912, the great ship had been celebrated in legend, along with the 1,522 souls who had disappeared with her beneath the icy waters hundreds of miles off the coast of Newfoundland.

On several occasions, the explorer used the same word to describe his lifelong dream: “quest.” It means a pursuit, a search, or, as Webster colorfully adds, “a chivalrous enterprise in medieval romance usually involving an adventurous journey.”

Without a quest, life is quickly reduced to bleak black and wimpy white, a diet too bland to get anybody out of bed in the morning. A quest fuels our fire. It refuses to let us drift downstream, gathering debris. It keeps our mind in gear, makes us press on.  
What is your “quest”? Do you have a “lifelong dream”? Anything “dominating your life” enough to hold your attention for thirteen or more years?  May your quest come true!

Check out this website,  YouTube - Westminster Fantasy Quartet - Irish Blessing
http://ca.youtube.com/watch?v=NcGL25W3qOs
 

These 2 videos are definitely worth watching!
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPijsL9xFAI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mtxApGqGza8&feature=related
Maybe you are like me!  
I simply run out of breath a lot earlier than I should in a song.  It’s my own fault and I know it!

I read about a physician who got concerned that his work was becoming far too sedentary as he was getting older. He was gaining weight and feeling increasingly more sluggish. Realizing that his schedule didn't permit a lot of extra hours to spend at the local fitness club every day, he decided to change a few bad habits on his own.

He stopped taking the elevator when he needed to go only three or four floors up; he started using the stairs. And when he parked at the hospital, he'd park a fairly long distance away. He did the same at the mall when he would do some shopping. He deliberately chose a parking space quite some distance from the store, so he could get in a few extra yards of fast-walking exercise. Also, instead of eating a long and large lunch, he'd bring a couple pieces of fruit and a healthy snack to keep him from feeling hungry. At home, whenever he chose to watch a favorite television show or some sporting event, he'd do so while working up a light sweat on the treadmill. Nothing complicated or super-expensive, just practical things that kept him active.

It worked! He now maintains his proper weight by those and several other disciplines he privately carries out on a regular basis. What a wise, reasonable plan he put into motion all on his own!

I’m guessing many of us need to get into shape, just as this physician.  It’s not only good for your health; it will make you a better singer. 

Jon Buss sends his greetings:

I thought I would share some info on the BBS convention.  I ran into Fred Weber at the show also.  
The quartet contest was good.   Resisting-A-Rest was the winner: a stand out to the others.  After the contest, we heard last year’s winner Audacity: great entertainers.  The show on Friday night was fantastic.
Antique Gold, Eureka, Vagrant [collegiate champions] Ringmasters [2009 4th place winners], State Line Grocery [4th place winners in 2009] they also are breaking up, due to the baritone having job and family problems.  I like them.  I thought they could make the winner circle in a couple of years. Toast of Tampa [Sweet Adeline chorus] Crossroads sang a song with them also.  It was terrific.  The whole show was wonderful.
Sat was very emotional for me to see the 325 young men sing their hearts out.  All eleven choruses ranked in the excellent or above.  It was awesome.  That is why I donate to the Foundation.  The money they put towards this program is wonderful.  If every member would donate a dollar per month or more if possible, I would be encouraged even more for the society.  A $450,000 donation was made at the afternoon contest. I believe it was from a corporation connected with the local chapter.  The young men are the reason I am involved with the Youth in Harmony program.  I had a nice compliment from James Estes on what we are doing.  That was nice.
Sat night was awesome with Resisting-A-Rest, Audacity, Storm Front, Old School, and Crossroads.  I was so pumped after that day.  I still can't get over it.  I sang" My wild Irish Rose" with three BBS'ers in the lobby.  It was FUN. 
I went to Al Stocker's chorus rehearsal last week and I hope to go again this Thursday as well.  They have a good chorus.  Their director is doing a great job.  I hope we can stay in the area to attend his show.  Greet the members for me.  

Jon Buss  
What do we know about the 2010 Show?

OK, Here’s what we know about this year’s show:

1. It will be held at Unity on October 9 and most everything will be as usual.  Almost everyone is doing the same show jobs as last year.  There are a couple hold outs, but, we plan to double every volunteer’s pay.  That means everyone can be twice as happy.  Of course, since happiness is a choice, so you must raise your level of fun on your own. 

2. In talking to “The Four-Man Fishin’ Tackle Choir”, it appears that they want to be a part of raising a double amount of fun.  You can’t talk to them on the phone without laughing.  You are going to love these guys.
3. Expedition is our second quartet and they bring a tremendous amount of youth and vitality to the stage.  Just seeing their energy will either wear us out or get us motivated to double our own efforts.  Again, that should result in more fun. 
4. We have new uniforms to show off, so, that should make us look twice as handsome, and what could be more fun than that?  

So, as you can see, we are headed for lots of fun.  The only thing left to do is all the work that leads up to the fun.  Well, it’s not really work. When you think about it, just preparing for the show should be twice as fun.   The problem is, if we double our fun every year, the audience will be twice as happy and we will end up having to do twice as many shows!  Now, wouldn’t that be a fun problem?!
Thanks for reading to the end, Ken Mettler
